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An intravenous glucose tolerance curve showed definite impairment of function which was markedly improved after a dose of liver extract intravenously (campolon 2 c.c.). A liver biopsy, showed a round-celled infiltration confined to the portal radicles.
Discu8ion.-Dr. W. W. PAYNE said that he had for some time been interested in the plasma phosphatase in catarrhal jaundice. He had found that-unlike what occurred in the adult in this condition-in the child the phosphatase rose to quite high values. It returned to normal after the Van den Bergh reaction had done so. In the first of these two cases it was noteworthy that the phosphatase did not return to normal after the first attack, but remained persistently raised. This was so unexpected that estimations were made at intervals after he had left the hospital, in order to find out what happened, but the level continued to be raised. After the second attack of jaundice the phosphatase returned nearer to the normal level, but no normal value had yet been obtained. The high phosphatase appeared to indicate some persistent hepatitis which had not yet completely cleared up.
Cretinism ( P. D., female, aged 8 years 9 months. Complaint: " Small stature." Previous history.-Born at term. Normal labour. Birth-weight 8; lb. Breastfed 9 months, then given normal diet. Health good; had varicella and pertussis. Mother states that the child made normal progress until 3 years of age when she had -a fall, scalding herself and knocking her head (did not become unconscious). Since then she ceased to talk until 5 years of age, when she began to speak again. Mother also states that she has not grown in size or intelligence for the past three years.
Family history.-Father: height about 6 feet. Mother: height about 5 ft. 9 in. Both well. Brother aged 15, a well-built lad. Skiagrams of mother and brother show normal epiphyses.
Present condition.-Temperature, pulse, and respiration normal.
